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Mass of planet.
Obliquity of its ecliptic.
Amount, of water as compared with land.
Surface distribution of land and water.
Permanence of this distribution, dependent probably on the unique origin of our moon.
An atmosphere of suUicient density, and of suitable component, gases.
An adequate amount of dust in the atmosphere.
Atmospheric electricity.
Many of these net and react, on each other, and lead to results of great, complexity.
(8) Passing on to other planets of the solar system, it is shown that, none of them combine all the complex conditions which are found to work harmoniously together on the earth; while in most, cases then1 is some one defect which alone removes them from the category of possible life producing and life-supporting planets. Among these are the small si/.e and mass of Mars, being such that it cannot retain aqueous vapour; and the fact that Venus rotates on its axis in the same time as it takes to revolve round the sun. Neither of these facts was known when Proctor wrote upon the question of the habit ability
of the planets,     All the other planets are now given up.....-and
were given up by Proctor himself --as possible life bearers in their present stage; but he and others have held that, if not Kuitable now, they may have been the scene of life-development in the past, while others will be so in the future.
In order to show the futility of this supposition, the problemin several cases dependent on such exceptional peculiarities of physical constitution, that it seems in the highest decree improbable that they can all be found a^nin combined either in the solar system or even in the stellar universe. It will be well here just to enumerate these conditions, which arc all essenti,".! within more or litsw narrow limits: Distance of planet from the sun.jpnn jo A'jini.iojinii .)|.)jdnio.) (sotupf oijj jo sn .unssi; pnjj p.ip.')s |\.m ,>.n.' sjoo.nl snot.n.'A otjj^ (>]•)
